
On the Stage in Drama

It has been exciting to see all the creativity and imagination students share with each other at
Walker! This fall the kindergarteners and first graders have been working on freezing in a personal
space safely when playing scenes from stories. They also identified their own emotions as well as
made a personal connection with a character’s feelings in stories. Two favorite stories have been
Three Little Rabbits and Caps for Sale.

Second and third graders explored ways to pantomime actions within the Norwegian folktale The
Sun and the Wind and Anansi’s Hat Dance, a folktale from Ghana. Pantomime focuses on acting
using body movement, facial expressions and gestures but no voice.They have now begun to
create dialogue in small groups and are learning about the importance of working as a team.

Fourth and fifth graders were assessed on their ability to pantomime actions for characters as well
as create characters in Grandmother Spider Steals the Sun, a Cherokee legend (4th grade) and
Tom Sawyer (5th grade). Both grade levels worked on the learning goals of staying focused on their
scenes and staying in character through the use of facial expression, character’s emotions,
gesture/movement and dialogue. All students have enjoyed learning skill based theater games that
focus on listening, building  ensemble and improvisation.  Fifth graders recently shared their
performances of Jason and the Golden Fleece with each other. It was exciting to collaborate with
Ms. Moon and Mr Ibach on this Greek myth. Students made masks for their characters and created
background music for scene transitions.

In the Library

● 4th and 5th grade students are beginning the reading program called Bibliomania. We read
from a selection of titles, complete a summary and complete a project connected to the
story. There is a Bibliomania Google Classroom with the forms that the students need. The
Walker Library website also has a Bibliomania page with more information. Students who
read and complete projects for at least 4 titles are eligible for Walker’s Teacher vs. Student
Battle of the Books in May!

● 3rd grade students are reading nonfiction and working in small groups to make STEAM
creations to solve problems. For example, we read Swish: The Slam-Dunking, Alley-Ooping,
High-Flying Harlem Globetrotters by Slade and the students are working to design and build
a basketball shooter game.

● 1st and 2nd grade students are reading folktales from around the world and making
creations to solve the character's problems. For example, 1st grade read Monkey, A
Trickster Tale from India by McDermott and built a bridge to help monkey stay safe from
crocodile.

● Kindergarten students are experiencing Literature Education at Play (KLEAP), in which we
read stories, learn about the subject matter, and play! We began the unit by reading Mrs.
McNosh Hangs Up the Wash by Weeks and Knuffle Bunny by Willems and then doing
laundry with washing machines and a clothesline.



In the Art Studio

We have been working on some amazing art projects this year at Walker! You should be receiving
regular emails through Artsonia with pictures of your students’ finished projects.  If you have any
questions about Artsonia, please feel free to get in touch with me.

· Kindergarten has been working on cutting and gluing skills as well as differentiating between
backgrounds and subjects in their artwork.  Most recently they created winter wax resist
paintings with crayons and watercolor paint.

· First grade has been learning about warm and cool colors, and just finished up a fall inspired
painting using warm and cool colors!

· Second grade recently used their knowledge of different types of organic and geometric shapes
to create lava lamp collages, and used their imaginations to turn color wheels into creative
pictures.

· Third grade wrapped up their realism unit by drawing tasty treats inspired by Wayne Thiebauld.
They worked hard to use both value and form in their creations.

· Fourth grade are using Lego minifigures as inspiration for their self-portrait unit! They are adding
details about themselves to tell the viewer more about them.

· Fifth grade just finished some amazing northern light artworks!  Students learned about the
science behind the northern lights, and made their own landscapes under the stars

In the gym for PE

Welcome to Mrs. Likhite’s PE class - where bodies and minds are active!  The biggest question I get
from our families at conferences is “how do you get anything done in your twenty minute classes?”
Here is a little PE Structure 101:  Most days, our students arrive at the gym (hopefully already
wearing their gym shoes) and move into an Instant Activity (IA).  These activities get students
moving while focusing on various components of fitness or skills.  They also get minds and bodies
ready to listen to the specific goals that day. Ask your child(ren) their favorite instant activities.

After a few weeks of cooperative and team-building activities, our upper elementary classes
enjoyed a  modified flag-football unit  as well as a soccer skill-building unit.

Students in grades 3rd-5th completed their fall fitness gram assessments in September.  These
assessments are administered and recorded two times a year and focus on cardiovascular fitness,
muscle strength, muscular endurance, and flexibility.  Throughout the year students will practice the
specific tests - curl-ups, push-ups, sit and reach, and pacer.  Each day, part of our activities focus
on exercises that will help students get stronger. Even our K-2nd grade classes practice and
prepare!

Our lower elementary classes continue to work on moving safely in our open space using various
locomotor movements while playing tag games.  Students have also been introduced to underhand
throwing  and foot skills.

All grades just completed a striking unit using both short (hands and paddles) and long (pool
noodles) implements.  Our younger grades used balloons and gator skin balls.  Games we applied
those skills to for our upper grades included gaga, striker and pickleball, as well as billiards.  I am
thrilled to say we have lots of future pickleball stars at Walker School.

In the Music Room



We have been having a joyous time this year in music class, singing, dancing, playing instruments,
and building community. Singing and playing wind instruments are allowed once again!

● Kindergarten students are in the groove of school and are loving using their singing,
speaking, whisper and shouting voices in music class. During each class session, students
get to play singing games, play classroom instruments such as hand drums, shakers, and
rhythm sticks, listen to a read-aloud, and find the beat of the music so they can show off
those dance moves! Mark your calendars for Kindersing, our concert on Thursday, May 18
at 2:00pm in the Walker auditorium. Hope to see you there!

● 1st and 2nd grade students practiced selecting their favorite song, a song that represents
them, and a song to help them calm down or celebrate. Students have been focusing on
performing using their voices and accompanying themselves using tubanos (large
classroom drums) and xylophones while identifying their connections to the music such as
the language of the lyrics or the emotion the music is expressing and about the rhythmic
notation of quarter notes and eighth notes. These students really enjoyed performing a
concert for a big audience of family members on December 15th.

● 3rd and 4th Graders spent the first part of the year learning group dances, songs and
games. For the past couple months, these students prepared to start learning the recorder
by learning how to read absolute note names on the treble clef. We have been learning to
play the recorder the last few weeks, and many students have realized the frustration that
comes along with learning a wind instrument, as well as the perseverance needed to make
progress. Look out for the 3rd and 4th grade combined concert on Thursday, March 2 at
1:15pm, families are invited!

● 5th graders worked to connect a familiar song to a cause that is important to them, citing
evidence in the song. They have also been working on their 16th note rhythms, playing
games, and performing longways set dances. We spent the last month learning about how
music can affect a movie or show, and then practiced supporting cartoon scenes with our
music. This project prepared students to perform percussion ensemble compositions to
support each group’s acting in their performance of Jason and the Golden Fleece, led by
Ms. Snyder. Lastly, after winter break, 5th graders will begin a unit with our set of plastic
valveless trumpets while simultaneously learning the history of lip-buzzed instruments dating
back as far as 250,000 years ago with buzzed bones and animal horns. Their history lesson
will bring them as far as about 10,000 years ago with a focus on the shofar and the calls
made throughout history and still today using this ram’s horn. You can see a music
performance by the 5th grade students at their 5th grade farewell ceremony at the end of the
year!

On the web in Coding

In coding, 2nd graders have been working on sequential coding and putting directions in the correct
order.  They recently finished working through puzzles on code.org and are working on creative
coding on Scratch Jr.

Third graders spent the first portion of the school year working through puzzles on code.org and
learning how to use blocks to give complex directions to their characters on the screen.  We are
beginning to work on Scratch, a coding program that allows them to create stories and games, and
control the way their characters move and change around the screen.



Fifth graders began the year with Scratch, creating games and animations that each student put
their creativity and imagination into.  We have now moved onto using Tynker, a program that guides
students through detailed steps to code projects.


