
	

	
 
 
 

In the Library…	
 
 

• Kindergarten started off the year with a KLEAP event for families at 
the Evanston Public Library, sponsored by Foundation 65. 

• First grade started off the year learning about how to take care of 
books and - at last! - got to take their library books home. 

• Second grade is learning how to find books in the library by learning 
about call numbers and how to use the online catalog. 

• Third grade continues to read various fictional genres. We are 
currently reading traditional tales from various cultures around the 
world. 

• Fourth grade is learning about why we need diverse books and the 
awards that help us find them such as the Coretta Scott King Award. 

• Fifth grade is learning how to do better online research with keyword 
searches and evaluating online sources. 

• Book Nook Book Club read its third book, The Season of Styx Malone 
by Kekla Magoon. About 40 students created a theme park based on 
the book! See the Walker Library website for examples of the 
projects.  

 
Walker student’s Bibliomania projects will be featured at Evanston Public 
Library between February 15 and March 15. Check it out!  
 

 

In	the	Art	Studio…	
	
The art room has been busy!  

• Kindergarten has been working on cutting and gluing skills as well as differentiating between backgrounds 
and subjects in their artwork.  Most recently they created wax resist paintings with crayons and watercolor 
paint. 

• First grade has been learning about different art styles such as Folk Art and the abstract artwork of 
Wassily Kandisnky.  In the next few weeks we will be turning our abstract paintings into paper weavings! 

• Second grade recently used their knowledge of different types of organic and geometric shapes to create 
lava lamp collages. 

• Third grade wrapped up their weaving unit with beautiful radial woven looms! We’re now beginning our 
unit on notan art, which cover symmetry and detailed cutting skills. 

• Fourth grade has been working hard on creating value in their artwork.  They learned how to create both 
dark and light values with colored pencils and are creating optical illusions with the help of both value and 
shape. 

• Fifth grade is beginning to use one-point perspective to make their artwork appear 3D. They are practicing 
using rulers to lead shapes back to a vanishing point and create artworks that jump off the page! 

 



 
 
On the stage in Drama… 
 
 
     Imagination and creativity abound at Walker this winter! Kindergartners have worked on physicalizing 
characters and sequencing the stories, Monster Trouble, Goodnight Gorilla and The Lion and the Mouse.  Soon 
they will be creating and playing their own different endings for The Three Billy Goats Gruff. In first grade with 
partners students drew and acted out their own stories that matched the style of Harold and the Purple Crayon 
adventures. Later they will try on characters for the Tortoise and the Hare focusing on physicalization for the race 
as well as sequencing the story for playing.  
 
     Working with small groups second grade students created scenes for Sam and the Tigers. In Sam and the 
Tigers the students bartered at an imaginary flea market. They then pantomimed trying on the fine clothes they 
purchased as well as acted out ways to outsmart the tigers. This winter they will be working on two different 
Strega Nona stories and using props to create a special machine. The students in third grade worked on creating 
scenes based on the Mexican folktale El Cucuy. They are focusing on dialogue and character problem solving in 
collaborative small groups. Aesop’s fables, such as The Sun and the Wind, will be our focus during the winter. 
 
     Fourth graders are currently finishing up a process drama called “The Case of the Missing Dog”. They created 
their own detective characters, looked for clues, interviewed the dog’s owner and became suspects as well. Our 
next unit will be exploring the elements of pantomime. Fifth graders created exciting commercials for items that 
would make people’s lives easier. They learned about and used different persuasive techniques to sell their 
products. Now they are using tableaus (frozen pictures) as a way to create scenes for their own fractured fairy 
tale. Their focus has been on how to create and commit to a character in more depth. 
 

 

 

In the Music Room… 
 
Walker music classes are working hard to prepare our World of Walker concert. The concert will take place on 
Thursday, February 27, 2020 at 6 p.m. The theme of the concert is “Mirrors and Windows”.  Emily Style initially 
introduced the phrase “mirrors and windows” for the National SEED project. A mirror is a story that reflects your 
own culture and helps you build your identity. A window is a resource that offers you a view into someone else’s 
experience. We are fortunate that our school community is richly diverse- did you know that there are over twenty 
languages represented in our school community? This year, the performance will feature songs in Hindi, Tagolog, 
Hebrew, Korean, Spanish, and English, along with other cultural traditions.  Come and celebrate our school’s 
wonderful community!  
 

 

 

On the web for Coding… 
 
 
Fifth and third grade students are using tutorials in Scratch to code 
their own creations. Second grade students continue to learn to 
code using Code.org. Most recently, we learned about angles and 
used loops to create digital art! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
	
	
	
		

In	the	gym	for	P.E…	
	
The biggest question we get from our families at conferences is “how do you get anything done in your twenty 
minute classes?”  Well here is a little PE Structure 101:  Most days, our students arrive at the gym (hopefully 
already wearing their gym shoes) and move right into what we call an Instant Activity (IA).  The goals of these 
activities are to not only get students moving immediately while focusing on various components of fitness or 
skills, but to also get their bodies and minds ready to listen to the specific goals for that day’s lesson.  Some days 
that lesson is introducing a new skill or game, while other days it’s continuing with a unit on a specific sport skill.  
Most Wednesdays have become our “Workout Wednesday” where we switch the lesson up and focus merely on 
fitness components.  Activities vary from fitness stations to tag to creative games that are so much fun, our 
students do not even realize how hard they are working! 
 
The month of January all grades focused on underhand and overhand striking using hands as well as paddles.  
Balloons provide several benefits for hand-eye coordination. First, because a balloon falls slower, it is easier for 
children who are younger and might have slower reaction times. Balloons are also good practice because they fly 
in several different directions.   
 
If your student shared with you that they made the Jump Rope Club, no worries about scheduling conflicts.  For 
the 3rd year, Walker PE is holding our Jump Rope Club during the month of February in conjunction with our Kids 
Heart Challenge.  PE classes are where and when this club occurs.  Students who jump continuously for one, two 
or three minutes get their autograph on the board in the gym.  Throughout the week, most classes spend a small 
portion of their class attempting to make the club.  It’s amazing how determined our Walker students are to not 
only get their name on the board, but also to set goals each year to jump longer.  
 
Finally, all of our PE classes were introduced to Colin Kaepernick as part of our Black Lives Matter lesson for 
physical education.  Students read the book “Why Are They Kneeling?”  We had wonderful conversations about 
being courageous and never letting someone tell you your goals are crazy. 

	


