
Walker Families, 11/17/2019 
 
It was nice seeing many of you at yesterday's Walkerfest! Thanks to our chairs and the many volunteers who 
made it happen. The fire drill was fun, wasn't it? 
My daughter and her friend enjoyed the event. I didn't bring my sons as they got into a brawl (with each other!) at 
their school in front of my wife, the principal and three teachers. 
As I have told many of you, parenting is hard sometimes... 
 
Attached is a flyer for the next steps event on Wednesday at Nichols. I will be at the event and look forward to 
discussions on making Walker and the district more equitable. 
 
Have a great rest of the weekend. 
 
James 
 
---- 
 
I have scheduled the following 'Coffee with the Principal' events: 
 
11/26 9 am 
12/11 6 pm 
1/28 9 am 
2/25 9 am 
3/18 6 pm 
4/28 9 am 
 
If you can't make these, and want to talk, contact me and we will set something up. 
 
These dates are on the Walker Website Calendar 
https://www.district65.net/Page/20#calendar13/20191117/month 
 
--- 
 
I have worked with Walker's PAC to schedule town halls in the new year: 
 
January 23rd - Safety Protocols (James Gray and Andalib Khelghati) 
February TBD - Bullying 
March TBD - Mathematics Intstruction 
April TBD - Testing and Your Child 
 
I will have dates for the February - April events soon. 
 
--- 
 
The deadline to purchase Walker gear is tomorrow! 
https://bluesky.commonsku.com/shop/3cd0fb1d-1c53-4fdd-a070-a07f93aea839 
 
--- 

https://www.district65.net/Page/20#calendar13/20191117/month
https://bluesky.commonsku.com/shop/3cd0fb1d-1c53-4fdd-a070-a07f93aea839


 
Check out Room 202's podcast! 
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/totallytubularteam202talkshow/episodes/2019-11-16T08_58_33-08_00 
 
--- 
 
The winter testing window is now open. You will receive a date from your child's teacher for the MAP test. 
 
--- 
 
22 school days until Winter Break.. but who's counting. 
 
--- 
 
You may have noticed some decluttering happening around Walker. 
I'm not dying (anytime soon), but here's the concept which I learned from my late mother - 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/learnvest/2018/01/10/what-i-learned-decluttering-my-closet-through-swedish-death-cl
eaning/#140d124b2a8b 
 
--- 
 
 
Il Finale 

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/totallytubularteam202talkshow/episodes/2019-11-16T08_58_33-08_00
https://www.forbes.com/sites/learnvest/2018/01/10/what-i-learned-decluttering-my-closet-through-swedish-death-cleaning/#140d124b2a8b
https://www.forbes.com/sites/learnvest/2018/01/10/what-i-learned-decluttering-my-closet-through-swedish-death-cleaning/#140d124b2a8b


WALKER COMMUNITY EVENT: 
 

The Next Steps series presents: 
How to be an Anti-racist in Evanston 

 

 
 

Wednesday, November 20  •  6:30 p.m. 
Nichols Middle School, 800 Greenleaf St., Evanston 

 
Mr. Gray’s State of the School address makes it very clear that Walker needs a way 
forward to address the opportunity gap for our Black and Latinx students. Let’s gather as 
a community to learn and grow together as we commit to doing the work to make our 
school more equitable.  
 
On November 20th, Walker will have a space to have its own community gathering to 
discuss themes around The Next Steps Series book, How to Be An Anti-Racist by Dr. 
Ibram Kendi. No one is required to have read the book. Simply show up and be ready to 
take action! 

Anya Tanyavutti, School Board Member and D65 parent Tracy Olasimbo will be 
facilitating the discussion based on Dr. Kendi’s work. We will evaluate school wide 
events, policies and practices and explore how they perpetuate or disrupt racism. We will 
decide which item we want to change to antiracist, and how to complete an Equity Impact 
Assessment Tool. This is an incredible opportunity for our community. We look forward 
to seeing many of you there! 

Spanish Translation and Childcare are provided.  
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fecha: 11/20  
Hora: 6:30 p.m.  
Ubicación: Escuela Nichols, 800 Greenleaf St., Evanston 
 
La exposición del director Grey sobre el estado de la escuela deja muy claro que Walker 
necesita un plan que permita abordar la brecha de oportunidades que existe entre nuestros 
estudiantes negros y latinos. Necesitamos aunarnos como comunidad para aprender y 
comprometernos a hacer que nuestra escuela sea más equitativa. 
  
El 20 de noviembre, Walker tendrá la oportunidad de representar a nuestra 
comunidad  para discutir temas sobre el libro de la serie The Next Steps, Cómo ser un 
antirracista del Dr. Ibram Kendi. No es obligatorio haber leído el libro. ¡Simplemente 
preséntese y prepárese para actuar! 
 
Anya Tanyavutti, miembro de la Junta Escolar y madre del D65 y Tracy Olasimbo, 
facilitarán el debate basado en el trabajo del Dr. Kendi. Evaluaremos eventos, políticas y 
prácticas a nivel escolar y exploraremos cómo estas políticas perpetúan o interrumpen el 
racismo. Decidiremos qué elemento queremos cambiar a antirracista y cómo completar 
una herramienta de evaluación de impacto de equidad. Esta es una oportunidad increíble 
para nuestra comunidad. ¡Esperamos ver a muchos de ustedes allí! 
  
Se proporcionará traducción al español y cuidado de niños menores. 

 

 


	Untitled document
	The Next Steps series

