
Walker	Fine	Arts,	Literacy,	and	PE	
Newsletter	

	

	
 

 
	
	

In the Library… 
Bibliomania (formerly Battle of the Books) was 
kicked off for 4th and 5th graders Thursday, 
October 17. The name has changed but the goal 
is still to help encourage readers to read and 
create projects together. Mrs. Rouse, Ms. 
Oldfield and I will be having a Book Nook Book 
Club over lunch/recess to support our readers! 
There was an email sent home to give families 
the highlights of the program and information 
will continue to be posted on the Walker 
Library website. 
  
 
	

On the stage in Drama… 
				It	has	been	exciting	to	see	all	the	creativity	and	imagination	students	share	with	each	other	at	
Walker.		This	fall	the	kindergarteners	and	first	graders	have	been	working	on	identifying	patterns	in	
stories	as	well	using	movement	to	create	the	characters	in	several	stories	including	From	Head	to	
Toe	and	The	Grouchy	Ladybug	by	Eric	Carle.		In	November	we	will	begin	to	work	with	partners	and	
continue	to	identify	and	act	out	emotions	for	characters	in	The	Three	Rabbits	in	Honey	and	Caps	for	
Sale. 
				Second	and	third	graders	explored	ways	to	pantomime	baking	their	own	delicious	sweet	dream	
pies	and	original	dream	creatures	from	Sweet	Dream	Pie.	They	also	acted	out	a	new	version	of	Jack	
and	the	Beanstalk.	In	November	they	will	begin	to	try	on	characters’	physicalities	and	create	
dialogue	based	on	the	folktales	Ananse’s	Hat	Dance	and		El	Cucuy	using	collaboration	in	small	
ensembles. 
					Early	in	the	school	year	fourth	and	fifth	graders	were	assessed	on	their	ability	to	pantomime	
movements	and	create	characters	in	Grandmother	Spider	Steals	the	Sun	(4th	grade)	and	Tom	
Sawyer	(5th	grade).		Currently	fourth	grade	students	have	been	learning	how	to	create	group	
sculptures	that	they	incorporate	into	the	story	of	Fortunately.	They	were	introduced	to	using	a	
collaborative	physical	style	like	that	of	Theater	Unspeakable	in	Chicago.	Fifth	graders	have	begun		a	
storytelling	unit	based	on	telling	true	stories	as	well	as	interesting	fables.	They	will	be	learning	how	
to	tell	a	story	they	have	chosen	using	vocal	expression,	gestures.	and	facial	expressions	to	enhance	
the	telling.	A	good	story	builds	connection.	Ask	your	child	about	their	favorites	in	Drama!						

-	Ms.	Snyder		 
	

	



	

In the Music room… 
This fall in music class, Grades K-2 are singing and learning to play unpitched and pitched 
percussion instruments. The concepts we are focusing on include steady beat, rhythm, and 
reading and performing simple rhythmic and melodic patterns.  
 
3rd Grade musicians are singing and learning to play the recorder. We started with three notes, 
B, A, G, and we are working on the song ‘Hot Cross Buns’. We will learn to play 12 notes and 10 
songs on the recorder this year!  
 
4th and 5th grade are singing and learning to play the ukulele. The lessons for the fall include 
learning to play:  C, Am, and F chords, three strumming patterns, and three to five songs. 
 
	

In the gym for Physical Education… 
FitnessGram testing is complete!  Students grades 3-5 have this test administered and recorded 
two times a year. It includes a variety of health- related physical fitness tests designed to assess 
cardiovascular fitness, muscle strength, muscular endurance, flexibility and body composition. We 
like to call the fall test our “pre-test,” followed by the “test” in spring.   Throughout the year 
students will practice the tests - curl-ups, push-ups, sit and reach, and pacer.  Each day, part of 
our activities focus on exercises that will help students get stronger. Even our K-2 classes practice 
and prepare! 
 
Our lower elementary classes continue to work on moving safely  in our open space using various 
locomotor movements while playing tag games.  They have also been introduced to many 
throwing games which emphasis various manipulative movements we cover at each grade level. 
 
After an extensive few weeks of cooperative and team-building activities and fitnessgram testing, 
our upper elementary classes enjoyed  both a flag-football unit, as well as a soccer skill-building 
unit. 

In the Art Studio… 
The year is off to a beautiful start!   
 
Kindergarten has already finished a few artworks focusing on 
the art Elements of line, color, and texture.  We’re taking our 
time to color the whole space and make intentional marks. 
 
First and second grades have started making artworks inspired 
by several artists such as Paul Klee and Pete Mondrian.  We 
have been using shape and line to fill space. 
 
Third and fourth grades have been focusing on using line and 
shape to create intricate patterns and designs called 
Zentangles.  We are turning these zentangles into hot air 
balloons in third grade, and fall-themed drawings in fourth 
grade. 
 
Fifth grade has been focused on making artwork for the 
upcoming 65/202 art show.  This year our artwork was 
inspired by the poem “Respiration” by Jammaal May.  Ten 
fifth graders from Walker will have their artwork featured at 
the ETHS’ Auditorium gallery from 5-7 on November 13th at 
the opening of the art show.  All are welcome to attend! 

									
			


