
8/19/2019 

Dear Walker Community, 

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. James Gray as the next principal of 
Walker Elementary. Mr. Gray is diving right in, officially joining our team tomorrow, August 
20. I would like to thank Mr. Michael Edwards, Dr. Emily Chambers, and Walker staff who 
have stepped forward to keep summer planning moving and making the necessary 
preparations to open school next week. I am also deeply appreciative of the entire Walker 
community for your time and perspective shared as part of the principal search process. We 
had several very qualified applicants, yet Mr. Gray’s experience and deep commitment to 
students and school community made him a stand-out candidate. 

I am excited to welcome Mr. Gray to Walker Elementary and District 65. The Walker 
community elevated the desire for a leader committed to educational equity and racial 
literacy, an instructional leader, and a strong communicator. In Mr. Gray’s past leadership, 
he has demonstrated the ability to work with educators and community to build a strong 
school vision grounded in communication and trust. He has worked closely with educators 
to develop and strengthen educational programs, increasing both student enrollment and 
achievement scores, and has developed strong relationships with students. Mr. Gray has 
also demonstrated the ability to apply an equity lens and use this to inform his actions as a 
leader. I believe his genuine ability to connect with educators, students, and families and 
form meaningful connections will serve as a strong foundation for the Walker community to 
continue to grow and thrive. 

In 2017, Mr. Gray launched his own business, Coach House Consultants, which focused on 
training and support for school-based leaders including local principals, foundations, charter 
school networks, and nation-wide nonprofits. Prior to that, Mr. Gray served as the principal 
of Hamilton Elementary in Chicago Public Schools for eight years. He previously held roles 
as an assistant principal and teacher. As principal, he spearheaded the shift to a fully 
inclusive model for students with disabilities, collaborated with educators to provide 
innovative learning opportunities, strengthened arts programming, and developed new 
communication tools to better connect with staff and families. Mr. Gray has a Master’s 
Degree in Elementary Education from DePaul University and a Bachelor's Degree from 
Georgetown University. 

Mr. Gray has shared his excitement over joining our team and getting to know the Walker 
community. We are committed to supporting him and the rest of the Walker staff to ensure 
an excellent school year for all. Please stay tuned for a welcome letter from Mr. Gray. I 
hope you enjoy the remaining days of summer and have a great start to the new year! 

Kind Regards, 

Stacy Beardsley 

Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum & Instruction/Interim Superintendent 

 


