
                                                                                           April 12, 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Walker Families, 
 
On April 4, Superintendent Goren sent a message to the community about 
bullying in District 65 schools. I wanted to take this opportunity to share 
more information about how incidents of bullying are handled at Walker. 
 
Bullying is defined as repeated actions or threats of action directed toward 
a person by one or more people who have (or are perceived to have) more 
power or status than their target in order to cause fear, distress or harm. 
Bullying can be physical, verbal, psychological or any combination of these 
three. Bullying behaviors can include name-calling, obscene gesturing, 
malicious teasing, rumors, slander, social exclusion, damaging a person’s 
belongings, threats and physical violence (Anti-Defamation League, 2019). 
 
When bullying does occur, we follow district-wide procedures that focus on 
fact finding and open communication with students and families to identify 
next steps to ensure the proper supports are in place.  

○ This includes a thorough and impartial investigation, 
interviews with those involved, and documentation of the 
incident. 

○ A meeting with students and possibly their families to 
develop a plan to stop the behavior, discuss candidly what 
transpired, determine necessary consequences, and how we 
might move forward in a constructive and peaceful manner. 

○ Our staff will continue to check in with students and their 
families to ensure progress has been made, plans are still 
being acted upon  and that the overall well-being of students 
is positive. 
 

At Walker, we are a Kind Campus. Walker, led by a Walker parent 
committee, has partnered with Ben’s Bells Kind Campus where we focus on 
practicing acts of kindness throughout the year as a preventative measure 

against bullying. This is aligned to our PBIS program. In our SEEL (Social 
Emotional Equity Learning) curriculum, developmentally and 
age-appropriate anti-bullying activities are held over the course of the 
school year. Students learn about anti-bullying and how to be upstanders 
and not bystanders if they observe bullying.  
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We also utilize restorative practices in the classrooms and other spaces to 
allow students to repair the harm that has been caused. Restorative 
Practices help to develop positive and preventative approaches to discipline 
and enhance school climate. Some of these practices include; 

○ Restorative Circles are held in classrooms and other spaces 
and are used to strengthen relationships between students 
and builds traits of respect, empathy, self-discipline, 
responsibility, empowerment, and leadership.  

○ Restorative Conversations will be facilitated as way to repair 
harm caused by a specific incident between students. 

○ SEEL (Social Emotional Equity Learning) classes in elementary 
schools help teach students to be empathetic and kind global 
citizens who will impact the world in a positive way. 

 
If students feel that they are experiencing bullying or know another student 
who might be, they should talk to their teacher, school administrator, or 
another trusted adult at the school. 
 
Several resources can be found below to help guide conversations with 
your children about bullying as well as safe technology use. 
 
Helpful Resources 
Center for Parent Information and Resources on Bullying 
Anti-Bullying Resources for Parents, Teachers, and Kids 
7 Bullying Resources for Parents 
Cyberbullying, Haters, and Trolls 
District 65 Bullying Hotline - 847-859-8070 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Ginger Lumpkin, principal 
 
 

 

https://www.parentcenterhub.org/bullying/
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/family-life/parent-child/anti-bullying-resources-parents-teachers-and-kids.html
https://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/955479/7-bullying-resources-for-parents/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cyberbullying

