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Walker Parents, 

Welcome back to an exciting year at Walker Elementary School. I am Allen Alexander, parent 
coordinator of the Chess Club, and I’d like to invite you and your child to join us.  

Chess, while simple to play when you first begin, becomes a complex game that teaches 
strategy, concentration, creativity, and critical thinking as you become more advanced. Each is 
an important foundation for young minds, whether they end up in science/technology, the arts, 
politics, or become teachers themselves. Skokie, Evanston, and the North Shore have a thriving 
and growing chess community, with many opportunities to continue playing chess as your 
children grow. 

The Walker Chess Club meets on Monday mornings from 8:00am to 9:00 am in the Walker 
Library. For Session 1, we’ll start on September 24th and continue through November 26th, with 
a break on Oct 15th for parent-teacher conferences. 

Students of all ages, grades, and skill levels are welcome to join the Chess Club. We’ll teach 
beginners how to move the pieces and checkmate their opponents. We’ll teach more casual 
players to look out for tricks and to use tactics when playing in tournaments or against their 
friends. And we’ll teach competitive players to think about the game in new ways, so they can 
continue to grow, learn, and improve. And most importantly, we’ll have fun. 

The fee for Session 1 is $99.  If your budget is tight, scholarships are available. Your child is 
welcome.  

The Chess Club is a PTA education program. We’ve asked the wonderful instructors of Chess-
Ed, led by Coach Shahrooq, to join us for a fifth year. Coach Shahrooq is a professional 
instructor who has coached some of the best scholastic chess teams in the state. Individually, 
Chess-Ed Coaches accomplished tournament players and are very patient when working with 
students. 

To join the Chess Club, fill out the attached registration form and either return it with payment to 
the school office or bring it to the first class on September 24th. 

I hope to see you there. Please come up to the library and say hello, or we will see you at 
the Walker Enrichment Fair.  I look forward to another fun and educational year of chess at 
Walker. 

Sincerely, 
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Walker Elementary School Chess Club 

PTA Enrichment Program 

Did you know? 
Chess began in India, spreading to Persia, and then to the Middle East. From there, it spread to Europe. 
The new Pawn move, advancing two squares on its first move, was first introduced in 1280 in Spain. 
About six hundred million people know how to play chess worldwide. 
“As teachers and parents battle with the distractions of electronic games, and social media, the 
supporters of chess education argue that it is a great way for children to learn about fair competition, 
mental discipline, planning and perseverance.” -John Thornhill, Financial Times, October 7, 2015 
 
The Walker Elementary School Chess Club is a PTA enrichment program, taught by the instructors of 
Chess-Ed. Our goal is to teach any student who wants to learn how to play and enjoy chess, and in doing 
so to build a foundation for lifelong learning. No matter if you are just starting out, if you want to play for 
fun, or if you want to advance and play in tournaments, the Walker Chess Club is a place to have fun, 
make friends, and learn something new. 
 
About Chess-Ed 
Chess-Ed provides instruction with a professional teacher and coach, certified by the United 
States Chess Federation (USCF).  The instruction is geared to take each student to a new level of 
expertise and prepare interested students for scholastic and professional tournament chess. Learn more 
at http://www.chess-ed.com 

Walker Elementary School Chess Club 
2018—2019 Session 1 Registration Form 

Mondays, 8:00 am – 9:00am 
Dates: 9/24, 10/1, 10/8, 10/22, 10/29, 11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 11/26/2018 

(no class on 10/15) 
 

Please complete this registration form with your remittance of $99.00 made payable to Walker PTA, and 
return it to the school office by September 24th. You can also pay online at: 

http://walkerpta.corecommerce.com/chess-club  
 
Thank you for joining the Walker Chess Club. 
 
Student Name*:  

Teacher Name:  

Email Address*:  

Parent Name*:  

Grade*:  

Phone Number:  

Check here if you are interested in discussing scholarship assistance: _____ 

* The Email Address you provide will used to communicate with you about matters related to the Walker Chess Club and the Walker 
PTA. Your Email Address, along with the Student Name, Parent Name, and Grade you provide will be shared with Evanston 
Scholastic Chess (http://www.eschess.org), the organization that runs the Walker Chess Tournament, to communicate with you 
about additional chess-related matters in the Evanston, Skokie, North Shore, and greater Chicago areas. You will have the 
opportunity to opt-out of these communications if you so choose. The Student Name, Parent Name, and Grade you provide will be 
shared with Chess Ed (http://www.chess-ed.com) as part of the registration for the Walker Chess Club. 
 

http://walkerpta.corecommerce.com/chess-club

