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   WALKER PTA GUIDE 
 
Welcome (or welcome back) to the Walker community!   
 
We are so happy that you are here, whether you are new to the community, new to the school, or considering getting 
more involved at Walker. We hope that you will find this guide helpful in navigating all the different ways to engage at 
Walker, how you can support the school through your membership in our PTA and by offering your much appreciated 
ideas, feedback, time and dedication to our activities. 
 
The Walker PTA’s mission is to make every child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering families and 
communities to advocate for all children.  The PTA is an integral part of the school community, which contributes to the 
academic and social-emotional engagement of each child and the school. 
 
WHAT WE DO and WHY IT IS IMPORTANT: Our first priority is building and helping to sustain the Walker community; it’s 
the village that you’ll come to know well as your children navigate elementary school, and a network for parents to learn 
about and help shape their children’s experience there.  
 
The PTA supports Walker School in many ways including:  

 being a source of information and communication on school activities 
 providing opportunities to learn and provide input about the issues that affect our families and 

community 

 coordinating before and after school enrichment programs 

 organizing, volunteering at, and funding the experiential learning activities available to our children  
 collaborating with both the school and community-at-large in supporting classroom and community 

initiatives 

 purchasing materials for our teacher’s programs 
 building community and capacity for parents to stay engaged in their child’s education 

 
In the 2002 research review, A New Wave of Evidence: The Impact of School, Family, and Community Connections on 
Student Achievement, Anne T. Henderson and Karen L. Mapp conclude that there is a positive and convincing 
relationship between family involvement and student success, regardless of race/ethnicity, class, or parents’ level of 
education. There is increasing research-based evidence that shows when parents collaborate with schools, their 
children’s educational outcomes improve.  
 
There are many easy ways to support the PTA: Provide your valuable input, become a member, volunteer your time, 
attend meetings & events, and encourage others to do the same! We hope that you will join us in our efforts to help 
provide the nurturing, multi-faceted, challenging, and exciting environment that fosters love for learning and builds 
lasting relationships for all our children.  
 
Welcome again – we are looking forward to a great school year with you! 
Sincerely, The Walker PTA 2016 Executive Board 
 
Stacey Porter & Keith Robinson (co-presidents)  
John Hernandez (Treasurer) 
Darlena Simmons (Secretary) 
 
Email us: walkerptagroup@gmail.com 

mailto:walkerptagroup@gmail.com
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How You Can Support the PTA 
 
Become a member 
The easiest way to support the Walker PTA is to 

join our membership. $10.00 an individual for the 
whole year is all it takes.  There are opportunities 

to provide your input and guide our decisions at 
our monthly meetings and through regular 

correspondence with the membership and 
executive board. Your level of involvement from 

there is up to you. If you want to take a more 
active role, there is no shortage of opportunities, 

and we accommodate every type of schedule.  
We’d love to chat with you more about your 
interests.  Below are descriptions of the different 

things we do and how volunteers can get involved, 
but we always welcome fresh ideas, so don’t 

hesitate to share them. 
 

Provide your insight 
We can’t stress enough that your experiences and 

input as a parent at Walker are vital to helping us 
develop our activities and improve our efforts to 
support the school. Connecting with us to share 
and collaborate is another easy way to be involved. 
 
PTA Meetings:  Monthly PTA Meetings are held 
September through May, rotating locations and 
days of the week in an effort to accommodate our 
members’ varying schedules. Meetings are often 

held at the home of an executive board member, 
but members sometimes graciously open up their 

home one evening to host us. Occasionally, we may 
meet in the school library. Meetings typically 

follow this format: 
 7:00 pm – business meeting begins 

 7:30- 8:00 pm – guest speaker / 
discussion 

 8:00 pm (optional social time) 
 

Meeting agendas will be available a week prior to 

the meeting and meeting minutes will be available 
a few days after the meeting.  We also know that 
life is busy, connect via email 
walkerptagroup@gmail.com, via phone, or in 
person. If you can’t make it to a meeting, we can 
set up a time to grab a cup of coffee and chat.  
 
Spirit Wear 
Show your school spirit! Walker “Spirit Wear” 

refers to the clothing items sold by the PTA with 
our school name/logo on them. Available in adult 

and children’s sizes, Spirit Wear is sold at most PTA 
& School-wide events. in addition, it can be 

purchased via an order form that is sent home in 
the fall. 

 

If you want to get more involved… 
 
Consider joining a committee – our committees focus on activities related to the following areas:  

 Engagement (relationship building and sustainment within our Walker Community: between families, 
students, and teachers/staff) 

 Education (coordinating learning experiences at the school) 

 STEM (science, technology, engineering, mathematics) 

 Fundraising 

 School & Community Partnerships (relationship building and sustainment outside the school with local 
businesses, District 65, etc.) 

 

Volunteer for any of the activities! 

mailto:walkerptagroup@gmail.com
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Year-Round Activities 
 

Before & After School Enrichment Programs:  The Walker PTA coordinates before and after school 

activities, which provide wonderful opportunities for our children to explore interests outside of the 

classroom. Some activities are run by outside providers and others are run by Walker parents. Information and 
sign ups are sent out by our Enrichment Coordinators throughout the year. Scholarships may be available for 

these programs. 
 
How you can get involved (time commitment) 

 Sign your children up for programs! 

 Do you have an idea for a program, know of a stellar one that you’d like to bring to our school, or are 
you yourself interested in leading one? Submit a proposal to the PTA for consideration! (minimal to 
moderate) 

 Volunteer to help plan and/or coordinate the enrichment schedule & vendors, making 
recommendations to the executive board on programming (high) 

 

 

Bookstore:  Walker’s Bookstore is a cart of donated books made available to all students. Students can 

purchase books at 10, 25, or 50 cents during their lunch/recess period.  The Bookstore is run completely by 
PTA Volunteers and is only open when we have shifts filled by volunteers.   
 
How to get involved (time commitment):  

 Donate your gently used books  

 Volunteer at the bookstore (minimal – whatever time you can donate) 

 Organize and schedule the Bookstore Volunteers, collect & price donated books (minimal to moderate)  
 

 

Box Tops for Education:  Earn cash for Walker school by clipping 10¢ Box Tops from hundreds of products.  

How you can get involved (time commitment): Help students collect as many box tops as possible. Asking 
neighbors, grandparents and friends can be a great source of box tops. Send the box tops into school with 
your children so they can put them in the collection box. You can also earn cash through e-Box Tops by going 
online at BTFE.com (minimal). 

 

 

Bulletin Board:  When entering through the main front doors/main office, The PTA bulletin board is located 

catty corner to the office, on the left side of the hallway that leads back to the gym.  Make sure to keep your 

eyes posted for new information monthly! 
 

 How you can get involved: If you have a knack for visual design, we always appreciate help in making it 
stand out!  

 Time commitment: one hour per month to plan/ change the board materials  
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** Courageous Conversations:  This is not a PTA activity, but an initiative of District 65 and the school, 

and is important for you to be aware of.  “Courageous Conversations” seek to build community through 
discussions about Walker School’s Mission, diversity, or other subjects that are important to our community. 

Two or three events are held on weeknights during the school year. They are free and all Walker families are 
encouraged to attend.  

How you can get involved (time commitment): Parents can discuss and share their thoughts on subjects 
which are important to our community. (minimal) 

 

ESCCA – Evanston School Children’s Clothing Association:  For more than 80 years, ESCCA, a 
volunteer community organization has been providing school clothing to Evanston children. Last year ESCCA 

provided clothing and shoes to over 600 District 65 students! Each District 65 school has nominated days on 
which to help at ESCCA. Families sign up for resources from ESCCA through the Walker Health Clerk.  

How to get involved (time commitment):  

 Donate clothing in a marked collection bin at Walker. 

 Volunteer to help to sort, size, fold, organize, put away donated clothing: 
 Sorting hours are 9:00am-noon Wednesdays or 9:15am-noon on Fridays (moderate) 

 Volunteer to help families find what they need (moderate) 
 Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays 6:45-9:00pm 
 Some Saturday mornings 9:00-11:00am 

 Secure and coordinate volunteers for our school’s designated ESCCA days (high) 

 

4th and 5th grade sports:  Support the Basketball and Flag Football teams through coaching a team or 

other support as needed. Flag Football starts early in the fall, Basketball later in the fall.  

 

 How you can get involved: Work with the Athletic Director to coach a team throughout the season for 
one or both sports. 

 Time commitment: Varies, but games are usually weekly with weekly practices. 
 
 

Room Parents:  Teachers use room parents in different capacities, and each experience varies with teacher 
and grade level. The younger classes in particular benefit greatly from having parents help in the classroom.  

Room parents typically help out with running a small craft activity and monitoring the snack during any class 
parties (which tend to coincide with upcoming holidays), they may help stuff Friday folders, do some copying 
of materials for teachers. These are just a few examples of how room parents may help in the classroom. 
 

 How you can get involved: Ask the PTA or ask your child’s teacher directly. You are more than 

welcome to volunteer as room parent for a classroom other than your child’s if preferred.  

 Time commitment: varies, but usually minimal, can be once a week, once a month, or a few times a 
year depending on the teacher’s need.  

 



Walker PTA Guide 5 
 

** Please note: There are other ways to volunteer with your child’s class as well throughout the year, including grade 
level field trips, field day (a day of organized outdoor activities usually at the end of May), end of year grade-level picnics 
(usually one weekday in late May or early June) 
The younger classrooms usually also offer opportunities to be a “secret reader” – a surprise guest who comes in to read 
a story to the classroom. 

 

 

Teacher support (as requested):  We do what we can to provide our teachers and school what they need 
or request for their classrooms when possible.  In the past these have been a new carpet for our library, 

multiple copies of the chosen reading materials during Jr. Battle of the Books, and jerseys for the kids to use in 
gym activities.  The PTA works to collectively decide what our contribution will be based on need and 

requests. 
 

 

Yearbook:  Throughout the year we work to collect pictures of all school, enrichment and extracurricular 
activities. Then we work with the company who has taken the year’s class photos in order to design and layout 

the school yearbook, which is available for purchase through the PTA.  Please note: This is not a fundraiser for us, 
it is sold at cost to families who wish to have one. 

 
How you can get involved (time commitment):   

 Take pictures of school activities you attend and submit them for yearbook (minimal)  
 Help to coordinate and collect pictures, layout and design the yearbook (moderate) 

 
 

Fall Activities 
 

** Dudes & Donuts:  Each November, there is a special morning breakfast for Walker children to enjoy 

with the inspiring dudes in their lives (fathers, stepfathers, grandfathers, uncles, etc.). This event is put 

together by a staff committee at the school. 
 

 
Parents Night Out (PNO):  Our annual silent auction, and the first of our two big fundraisers, typically held 
one weekend evening in November, gives parents a chance to get out for a night and enjoy the company of 

other parents in the Walker community. Come grab some food, drink, and bet on wonderful auction items – 
it’s a win, win!  The money raised from this goes to support the program residencies provided to all Walker 

students in grades 2 and 5.  In the past, these have been music programs provided by the Music Institute of 

Chicago, and exploration activities having students build their concept development in biographing and future 
city planning – thinking outside the box with experiences that would not be available elsewhere.  

 
How to get involved (time commitment):  

 Prior to the event, Volunteers are needed to pick up donated items from local businesses  and make 
signage for that night to spotlight donors. (minimal / moderate, whatever time you can donate) 
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 The day of the event, volunteers are needed to help setup/teardown the silent auction, check-in / 
check-out guests, and distribute items to winning bidders. (minimal: a few hours) 

 Plan PNO: Preparations begin for this event over the summer in soliciting donation and securing the 
event location and entertainment (if applicable).  Peak event preparation is usually late 

September/October/November. (high) 
 

 

Scholastic Book Fair:  Our annual scholastic book fair is held during October parent-teacher conferences. 

Purchase books for your children or holiday gifts. You can also purchase books to fulfill classroom teachers’ 
wish lists.  

How to get involved (time commitment): Volunteers are needed to manage setup/teardown, help the 
younger children make their wish-lists, and help find, sort, and reshelf books during the fair.  

 Visit the book fair! 

 Sign up for a two-hour shift. Student wish-lists are done the Monday of book fair week during regular 
school hours as the classes visit. The actual fair when books are available for purchase runs from 
3:30pm-7:30pm for 2 nights based on when conferences are (either Tu/Wed or Wed/Th), plus an 
additional 2 hours during lunch/recess on Special Friends Day. (minimal/moderate, whatever time you 
can donate) 

 Setup/teardown usually takes place on the Friday evening prior to the event, teardown takes place the  
evening book fair ends. Repacking the remaining books and materials back into boxes  (moderate). 

 

 

Winter Activities 
 

International Night:   An evening of culture – all Walker families are invited to this free event at the school. 

Families are encouraged to bring a food to share that represents their heritage in this pot-luck style event, and 

families sometimes dress up or share unique things about their cultures . There is also usually a musical or 
dance performance for families to enjoy. 

 
How you can get involved (time commitment): 

 Attend International Night! 
 Volunteer for a shift to help with tickets or activities (minimal) 

 Help plan, set up/tear down the event (moderate) 
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Math Night:  This free event takes place at the school during a weeknight.  A variety of stations with age-

appropriate games are setup and run by volunteers to foster our children’s love of math.    
 

How you can get involved (time commitment):  
 Attend Math Night 

 Volunteer to run a table/activity: Teach the children how to do the assigned activity, monitor flow of 
participants as needed – (Minimal) 

 Volunteer to organize Math Night - Generally takes about 4 weeks to plan games, get volunteers, and 
host the 2 hour event. (minimal / moderate, depending on your wishes) 

 

 
** World of Walker:  We celebrate the diversity that encompasses Walker – this is not a PTA run event, 

but it is highly anticipated and therefore, you’ll want to know all about it! The World of Walker is a school-
wide program put on one evening in the winter (usually in late February early March) to showcase the cultures 

and knowledge all our students bring. There have been songs, unique instrument performances, and dances. 
Our students work hard in the months and weeks prior in their regular arts classes to prepare and practice for 

the showcase. 
 

Spring Activities 
 

** Field Day:  Field day is a celebration of sports and fitness led by the PE teachers during the school day, 

usually during the last week of school. Activities are planned so that all students can participate during the 

school day.   

How you can get involved: This is not a spectator or PTA event however, you can sign up as a parent volunteer 
to help keep students moving through all the wonderful activities.  

 

Fifth Grade Farewell/Recognition:  A celebration of our 5th 
graders who have come to the end of their 

happy time at Walker School. It takes place on one of the last days of school. The assembly is led by the 
Principal and teachers during the day. After the assembly there is a small evening reception for the 5th 

graders 
which is organized by a group of 4th grade PTA parents.  

 

Garden Project:  Connect with the teachers who wish to incorporate a little lesson in cultivation during their 

spring lesson plans, and help our school have a little place of beauty outdoors all its own.   
 
How you can get involved (time commitment): 

 Pick a time to come and water, plant, weed, or otherwise maintain the garden for an hour (minimal) 

 If you have more time and a love for gardening, we also need someone who can provide an overall 

vision and plan for our garden. To plan appropriately what is grown and to work with the teachers 
when they bring their classes out to the garden to learn or harvest their growing things. (Moderate) 
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** Moms & Muffins:  Each May, there is a special morning breakfast for Walker children to enjoy with the 

inspiring ladies in their lives (moms, stepmoms, grandmothers, aunts, etc.). Just as with Dudes & Donuts, this 
event is put together by a staff committee at the school, not the PTA, but it’s worth noting so you ca n look 

forward to it this year! 

 

Science Fair:  Students in grades 3-5 use their knowledge of the scientific process to formulate and test their 

own hypotheses at home over a number of weeks. At the end they will bring their projects to school for a 
special time where they can share their results in a display presentation to all Walker families. Please ask for 
more info about PTA involvement in this activity if you are interested (including K-2 parents). 
 

 

Teacher Appreciation Week (May 1st -5th):  We love when we have the chance to give back to those 

who work tirelessly in developing and challenging our children’s young minds.  The PTA hosts Teacher 
Appreciation Week in the Spring for our teachers providing breakfasts, lunches, coffee breaks and little tokens 
of appreciation during the week.  
 
How you can get involved (time commitment):  

 donate food items & drinks (minimal) 

 serve breakfast to the teachers on the designated day (minimal) 

 set up before /clean up after the designated festivities during that week (minimal) 
 Lead the organizing and execution of Teacher Appreciation Week - the time commitment would be 

approximately a month or two to plan which include setting up online signups for each meal, soliciting 
for food donations, and ordering teacher gifts (moderate) 

 

 

Walkerfest:  This is our Spring carnival, the other of our two biggest fundraisers, held at the school one 

weekend day (usually in April).  Family friendly and tons of fun, there are games, activities, inflatables, food 
and prizes!  Students have the opportunity to sell Walkerfest raffle tickets to their family / friends who want to 
come along and have a wonderful time. The money raised from this event goes towards supporting many of 
the enrichment programs offered at Walker. Parents can get involved with this event in many different ways. 
 
How you can get involved (time commitment):   

 Come to Walkerfest with the kids! 

 Volunteer for a shift on the day of the event (minimal) 
 Donate homemade or store-bought goods to the “Cake Walk” (minimal) 

 Sell wristbands prior to the event and encourage non-walker friends/family to attend (minimal) 
 Secure donations for food/beverage, raffle (moderate) 

 Coordinate the many volunteers we have for this event, which includes the help of jr high and hig h 
school students (moderate) 

 Organize the event (high): This is one of our bigger activities - a sub-committee is needed to plan and 

run this large-scale event, and its suggested we have at least 2 people to co-lead the planning. Planning 
can start anytime, but typically the bulk is done from January on, with peak time being late 

Feb/March/April, including outreach to vendors needed, inflatable games, magician, food ordering, 
pre-ordering of wristbands, volunteer coordination, and organizing of each room’s game or activity. 
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** YEA! (Young Evanston Artists) Festival:  Not a PTA event, but worth noting - In May, the annual YEA 

festival showcases inspiring artwork from every school and every student in Evanston. It is a fun, free 
community event, bringing families together to not only see their child’s artwork on display, but also to get a 

glimpse into all the talent in our District schools. It also includes performances from school bands and chorus. 
All students prepare artwork during their regular art classes.  

How you can get involved: Go to the YEA festival and enjoy the artwork and musical performances! 

 

Summer Activities 
 

Kindermixers:  During the summer months, we host Kindermixers, an opportunity for incoming 

Kindergarten families to bring their children to the playground and meet some of their new friends.  This 
allows children the chance to play and have fun in a completely casual environment, while letting them build 

familiarity with their surroundings, and it is a great way for both children and parents to connect before the 
school year even gets started.   

 
How you can help: 

 Volunteer to organize the mixers 

 Let families with incoming Kindergarteners know about these mixers, and/or, with their permission, 
provide their contact information to our mixer coordinators so we can reach out to them 

 
Time commitment: minimal. Especially if more than one person helps to coordinate. Kindermixer 
Coordinator(s) should be present at the one-hour Kindergarten Information Night in January to meet and 

greet parents, and distribute information.  In the summer there are typically 3 mixers held (one per month in 
June, July and August) lasting an hour and a half to two hours.   

 
 

 
 

 
We are always open to new activities, so don’t hesitate to reach out if you have ideas. 
 
Thank you for your support of the Walker PTA in whatever way it best fits your family. We 
sincerely appreciate it! 
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