
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 
8/18/2014 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I can’t believe the start of the school year is right around the corner. As long as the 
winter was, I feel like the summer went by like a blur. Although we do get time off to 
unwind, many staff members were here throughout the summer preparing and 
planning for the upcoming school year. I’m excited to start another year and watch 
classroom communities come together and for the process of learning and growing 
to unfold. As always, I appreciate your enthusiasm and support…our students need 
us working together to nurture their growth and success. 

Over the summer I worked collaboratively with current staff members to fill some 
open positions at Walker. I  would like to introduce Edie Hertel, our new librarian, 
and Soledad Rios, our new EL teacher. Jillian Gomez is our new part time PE 
teacher in the afternoon. I am also in the process of finalizing some Teacher 
Assistant positions. Welcome to our new staff members who will bring fresh 
perspectives and new energy to Walker. 
 
As we welcome in a new school year, I wanted to share with you some of the work 
that will be a focus of ours at Walker this year. Our staff will be engaging in a 
professional development plan that centers on improving student comprehension. 
We will focus on content area literacy, math instruction, and rigorous conversations 
in the classroom. I plan on sharing more information on this plan through my website 
page and at Open House on Tuesday, September 16th. 
 
Another area where I anticipate growth for our school community is in our 
communication. In the next month our district will be moving to a new website. 
The new website will be easier to navigate and easier for our staff to use as well. 
We’ll work on updating our webpages and making sure important content is available 
to you. In addition, the PTA and I are working on some ideas about how we can 
communicate important school information to the parent community. As I have in the 
previous two school years, I will be sending out a monthly newsletter with 



information about our instructional program, important dates and other happenings 
for that particular month. 
 
I’m also excited to share that Walker received the highest level of recognition 
from P.B.I.S.(Positive Behavior and Supports) of Illinois on our implementation of 
P.B.I.S. We were in the top 3% of over 700 schools that applied for recognition of 
their work. Our teams are excited to continue developing a safe and supportive 
learning environment for all our students. Way to go Walker! 
 
I would like to take a moment to introduce the new PTA co-presidents for the 
upcoming school year. Miriam Diversiev and Sarah Schoonyoung were brave 
enough to step forward and accept the responsibility. They are eager to connect with 
parents and support our school community. One of our goals this year is to improve 
communication and make it easier for you to access the important information you’ll 
need. Becoming involved with The PTA is a great way to volunteer and support 
our school. There are many different activities and projects that require the 
enthusiasm and support of parents. On the morning of August 25th, the PTA is 
hosting a “Parent/Principal’s Coffee” where you will have the opportunity to meet 
other parents and learn how you can become involved at Walker school. I welcome 
parent involvement in our school and appreciate any time you can give to supporting 
our school community. 
 
The first day of school is on Monday, August 25th. Each school day begins at 
9:00 am and ends at 3:35 pm. By having your child at school on time and ready to 
learn, we can make the most of the school day together. Please note that children 
are supervised by school staff 10 minutes prior to the start of the school day (8:50) 
and 10 minutes after dismissal (3:45). It is important that your drop off and pick up 
honor these times. Student safety is a priority for me and your cooperation with 
these times ensures that all students are accounted for. Should you arrive late for 
any reason, we ask that you accompany your child into the school and sign in at the 
health care office. In addition, if you anticipate arriving late for pick up; please 
contact the school secretary so we can confirm that your child is safe and accounted 
for. If your child is absent for any reason, please call our main line 
at (847) 859-8330 and press 1 to report a student absence. 
 
Please note that there is a drop off/pick up lane painted in our back lot to help 
direct before and after school traffic. The purpose of this lane is to keep traffic 



moving and provide a curbside drop off/pick up for our students. Please do not park 
in this lane; you are welcome to park in the lot if you need to wait for your child. 
Signs along Central Park have designated drop off from 8:45-9:15 and pick up from 
3:15-3:45. During this time it is illegal to park your vehicle on Central Park. The 
Skokie Police department will continue to assist us with this routine so we minimize 
traffic issues and keep our students safe. For drop off and pick up to run smoothly, it 
is important that you support these routines…doing so will help keep our students 
safe. 
 
If you are visiting us during the day, the parking lot on Central Park will be 
exclusively for visitors. This will help direct the flow of visitor traffic to our front office. 
It is important that all visitors enter through our front office to identify themselves and 
sign in. When you sign in you will be asked to leave a form of identification at 
the front office which will be returned when you sign out and leave. I appreciate 
your cooperation in this matter and your efforts to ensure student and staff safety. 
Please note that you will receive the updated Student Handbook at the start of the 
school year. The handbook outlines policies and procedures as they relate to 
student conduct. This is a useful document for understanding the behavioral 
expectations for students in our district and at Walker school. Please make sure to 
read the handbook as it provides lots of useful information about District 65 and 
Walker School. 

Over the years that I have been in the district, I have become very fond of PBIS 
(Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports). It is a proactive system for teaching 
and addressing school wide behaviors. Our Walker school pledge is: 
I pledge to be respectful, I pledge to be caring, I pledge to be safe, I pledge to 
be here and ready everyday at Walker School. 
Each week our staff will teach “Cool Tool’s’ that identify elements of the Walker 
pledge and teach students how to manage their school day in a positive manner. 
You can assist us by engaging your children in discussions about our ‘Walker Ways’ 
and reminding them to follow the expectations everyday at school. My monthly 
newsletter will inform you what behaviors we are focusing on for the month so you 
can assist us by reinforcing those expectations at home. 

Every school in district 65 observes the Wellness Policy. The policy specifies what 
types of snacks and foods are appropriate for school functions. In a future Friday 
Folder, you will receive information about recommended snacks for school. Please 



share our commitment to wellness and look for more information throughout the year 
from our Walker Wellness Committee. 
Please note the following start of school dates: 

August 20th 10:00-2:00 - School Supply Drop Off – Feel free to come by Walker 
school and drop off your child’s school supplies. Several of our staff members will be 
present to meet your children, and you can feel free to drop off their supplies in their 
classroom. Our PTA leadership will also be around to greet you as well and answer 
any questions you may have. 
 
August 23rd 3:00- Dusk - Walker Family Picnic at Harms Woods – The PTA has 
organized this wonderful back to school event. Come and connect with Walker 
families and share your summer stories. Dinner will be served at 5:00. 
 
August 25th 9:00 AM - Principal/Parent Coffee – This is an opportunity to meet 
other Walker parents and learn more about Walker school and the many volunteer 
opportunities with the PTA. 
 
August 28th 6:00 PM - Ice Cream Social/Enrichment Fair – Come join us for some 
ice cream and socializing as we wind down the first week of school. We will also 
have information about the many before and after school activities available at 
Walker this year. 
 
August 29th – School Spirit Day – Have your children wear their Walker attire and 
school colors as we celebrate the start of school together. 
 
September 16th 6:00 PM - Open House – Walker school will be open to parents to 
visit our school and meet the staff. I will do a brief presentation in the auditorium 
about our school improvement plan and teachers will be in their classrooms to share 
with you the work that will happen this school year. More information to come. 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns throughout the school year. I can 
be reached at (847) 859-8331 or friedmane@district65.net. 

I couldn’t be more excited for the school year to begin. Thank you in advance for all 
your support and 
enthusiasm. 



  

Erik Friedman 

Walker Elementary School Principal 

	  


